
Satisfactory Academic Progress  

Financial Aid Standards 

The Education amendments of 1980 and the Student Assistance General Provisions Final 

Rule of 1983 require Allegheny Wesleyan College to define and monitor standards of 

satisfactory academic progress for students receiving financial aid. Both qualitative and 

quantitative check points must be used to assure that all aid recipients are making actual progress 

towards graduation in a timely and successful manner. The reauthorization act of October, 1986, 

also added that all students must have a C average (2.0) by the end of their second year in college 

to obtain any federal financial aid. Allegheny Wesleyan College has defined its standards more 

completely in this document and began monitoring all students and recipients since August 2000. 

The following guidelines will apply to all federal student aid programs which include 1) 

Federal Pell Grant, 2) Federal supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant (FSEOG) 3) Federal 

Subsidized Direct Loan,  4) Federal Unsubsidized Direct Loan, 5) Federal PLUS Loan, and will 

also apply to all state aid programs and Allegheny Wesleyan College institutional aid programs. 

Full-time students must successfully complete courses at the minimum levels as indicated in 

the chart below to be making satisfactory academic progress and to receive financial aid if 

eligible: 

 

Semester Hours  GPA 

1 11 ............................... 1.6 

2 22 ............................... 1.7 

3 33 ............................... 1.9 

4 44 ............................... 2.0 

5 55 ............................... 2.0 

6 66 ............................... 2.0 

7 77 ............................... 2.0 

8 88 ............................... 2.0 

9 99 ............................... 2.0 

10 110 ............................... 2.0 

11 121 ............................... 2.0 

12 135 ............................... 2.0 

 



The following grades will be considered when totaling the credits a student has received: A  

4.0,  A- 3.7,  B+3.3,  B 3.0,  B- 2.7,  C+ 2.3,  C 2.0,  C- 1.7,  D+ 1.3,  D 1.0,  D- 0.7,  F 0.0 

The following grades will not be considered when totaling the credits a student has received: 

F (failing), W (withdrawal), AUD (audit), I (incomplete), L (long term).  Incompletes and long 

terms will be calculated in the total credits when an actual grade is received. 

A student may repeat a total of three courses (one time each) for the purpose of receiving a 

more satisfactory grade and still receive financial aid. 

All transfer hours accepted by the Registrar will be counted towards a student’s progress 

(must equal 2.0). Therefore, transfer GPA’s are not considered except those totaling 2.0 

Transfer students will be monitored on the chart according to the number of hours transferred 

to Allegheny Wesleyan College.  For example, if a student transfers in with 28 hours, he/she will 

be monitored beginning with the third box (semester) here at Allegheny Wesleyan College. 

Students with double majors must complete their degree within the six-year limit as well. 

This will necessitate progress in terms of credit hours at a more advanced rate than the previous 

chart indicated depending on the majors which the student has selected. State and institutional 

financial aid will not be received beyond 12 full-time semesters.  

If a student’s enrollment extends beyond the normal time frame and he or she has received 

aid in a grace status, the federal regulations still limit all federal funds (including Pell and the 

Direct loans) to 6 years. No federal aid may be received beyond 6 years for a four-year degree or 

3 years for a two-year degree. 

Part-time students (eligible for the Federal Direct Loans and partial Federal Pell Grants only) 

must make progress at the following rate: 

Semester Hours  GPA 

1 6 ............................... 1.6 

2 12 ............................... 1.6 

3 18 ............................... 1.7 

4 24 ............................... 1.7 

5 30 ............................... 1.8 

6 36 ............................... 1.9 

7 42 ............................... 2.0 

8 48 ............................... 2.0 

9 54 ............................... 2.0 

10 60 ............................... 2.0 



11 66 ............................... 2.0 

12 72 ............................... 2.0 

13 78 ............................... 2.0 

14 84 ............................... 2.0 

15 90 ............................... 2.0 

16 96 ............................... 2.0 

17 102 ............................... 2.0 

18 108 ............................... 2.0 

19 114 ............................... 2.0 

20 120 ............................... 2.0 

21 126 ............................... 2.0 

22 132 ............................... 2.0 

 

If a student fails to attain the correct amount of credit hours or a satisfactory grade point 

average at the completion of any semester, he or she may be permitted a “grace semester” the 

following semester in which he or she may still receive financial aid. If a grace semester is 

awarded by the Financial Aid Committee the student will be required to successfully complete at 

least 12 credit hours (classroom courses only) with at least a 2.0 GPA average (or 6 Hours with 

at least 2.5 GPA if part-time) in order to continue receiving financial aid. If the student is 

unsuccessful during his or her grace semester he or she must raise both the cumulative hours and 

the cumulative grade point average to the required progress indicated on the previous charts 

without receiving financial assistance. “Sitting out” does not reinstate eligibility. The Financial 

Aid Committee reserves the right to increase the academic requirements for the student’s grace 

semester. No student loan will be certified for more than the student’s direct cost of education 

(tuition, fees, & books) at any time the GPA is below 2.0. 

If a student is suspended from the college by the Academic Affairs Committee, he or she 

may be eligible for a grace semester (for financial aid) the first semester he or she is permitted to 

reenroll ONLY if he or she made progress at another college during the absence from Allegheny 

Wesleyan College (12 hours with a 2.0 GPA, 6 hours with a 2.5 GPA).  

 


